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Funeral Service For 

Adrian Shipp Hefner 

April 7, 1923 – January 24, 2023 

 

 

Prelude 

 

 

We stand. 
Invocation 

P We begin this service in the saving name in which Adrian was 

baptized, and now rests and lives for all eternity. In the name of 

the Father, and of the Son, T and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 
Remembrance of Baptism 

P We have gathered this day to remember the life and faith of 

Adrian Shipp Hefner. To praise God for all that He has given us 

in him, and to thank God for the gift of grace which we possess 

by faith in Jesus Christ. We praise God for the comfort found in 

the seal of the holy cross placed upon Adrian at his Baptism 

which marked him as one redeemed by Christ the Crucified and 

joined him with Jesus Christ in the resurrection of the dead. We 

thank God for redeeming Adrian’s life so that we may face the 

future with confidence in the eternal life that he now possesses. 

Thanks be to God, that in His grace, we do not grieve as those 

who have no hope, but as those who place their trust in God! 

 

 

Entrance Song       “Blessed Assurance” 

Blessed assurance, Jesus in mine! 

O what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 
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Refrain: 

This is my story, this is my song, 

Praising my Savior all the day long; 

This is my story, this is my song, 

Praising my Savior all the day long. 

 

Perfect submission, perfect delight! 

Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

Angels descending bring from above 

Echoes of mercy; whispers of love. (refrain) 

 

Perfect submission – all is at rest,  

I in my Savior am happy and blest; 

Watching and waiting, looking above, 

Filled with His goodness, lost in His love. (refrain) 

 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 

O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your loving-

kindness shown to Adrian and to all Your servants who, having 

finished their course in faith, now rest from their labors. Grant that 

we also may be faithful unto death and receive the crown of eternal 

life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

We sit. 
 

 

Old Testament Reading             Isaiah 40:28-31 
Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

The LORD is the everlasting God, 

 the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He does not faint or grow weary; 

 his understanding is unsearchable. 

He gives power to the faint, 

 and to him who has no might he increases strength. 
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Even youths shall faint and be weary, 

 and young men shall fall exhausted; 

but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; 

 they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 

they shall run and not be weary; 

 they shall walk and not faint. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalmody               Psalm 23 

C The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me 

beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of 

righteousness for his name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 

death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and 

thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine 

enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 

my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 
 

 

Epistle Reading             Colossians 3:1-4 
 

 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 

where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things 

that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your 

life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then 

you also will appear with him in glory. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

We stand. 
Verse 

P Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; 
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C to Him be glory and power forever. Alleluia. 

Holy Gospel         John 14:1-6 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14th chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In 

my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you 

that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, 

I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be 

also. And you know the way to where I am going.” Thomas said to him, 

“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through me. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

Apostles' Creed 

P God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

         And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

         I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints. the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

We sit. 
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Hymn of the Day    “How Great Thou Art”        801 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110004222 

 

 

Sermon       Pastor Michael Geml 
 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray to the Lord, our God and Father, who raised Jesus 

from the dead. 



6 

 

 

Lord's Prayer 
 

 

Nunc Dimittis 

P "I am the resurrection and the life," says the Lord. "He who 

believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives 

and believes in Me will never die." 

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 

     Your word has been fulfilled. 

       My own eyes have seen the salvation 

     which You have prepared in the sight of every people: 

       a light to reveal You to the nations  

     and the glory of Your people Israel. 

       Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

P "I am the resurrection and the life," says the Lord. "He who 

believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives 

and believes in Me will never die." 
 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine 

upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His 

countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us go forth in peace, 

C in the name of the Lord. Amen. 
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Closing Song        “Onward Christian Soldiers”       662 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
Postlude 
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T  T  T 

 

The large candle at the front of the sanctuary is the Paschal Candle, 

or Christ Candle. It is used particularly at Funeral Services, and at 

Baptisms to remind us of the intimate connection each Christian 

has with the Savior.  
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